Mortise and Tenon Joinery Class by Ben Dougle

Those of us who attehalesdinheh& series of Introduction to Wood\
classes, were in for a treat. The class was on mortise and ten
Chuck Argo, manager at ldeal Saw Works. Chuck is one of the
woodworkers in the area. He has extensive experience in fine
depth knowledge in all aspects of woodworking including furnit
man, Chuck obtained his formal training at the College of the F
their one year program under the direction of James Krenov. H
students in his class to be asked to come back for another yec
students of the new class and continue to work on his own proj
enhance his woodworking abilities over the years building cust
selling to galleries. In
1990 Chuck joined with
long time friend and
fellow College of the
Redwoods graduate, Tom
Brown, to start a custom
furniture business. They
were in business for 10
years, selling custom
furniture in the LA, San
Francisco and Phoenix
areas.

Chuck began the class by
» & discussing what makes
Ll : ) \ & 8 good joinery in general,

‘ B indicating that, to start
with, one needs dry,
preferably quarter sawn wood. Save the highly figured, flat sa
table tops. The joint needs to have close tolerances in conjun:
design. A joint which is neither too loose nor too tight allows
produces a strong joint.

Chuck went on to discuss the stresses at work in joinery which
break apart. There are internal and external stresses. Internag
seasonal movement, humidity, temperature and the environmeni
placed. The external stresses are those that are imposed by t}
opening cabinet doors or sitting in a chair.

Chuck then began the discussion on the specifics of the mortis
are various ways to cut the mortise and tenon joint. The morti
the tenon cut to fit the mortise. The mortise can be cut using
chisel but this is a very slow, laborious method. The drill pre
forstner bit or brad point bit. The sides can then be cleaned u
fence is important. Another method is to use a router along wi
platform for the router. This is the noisiest and messiest meth
to use a hollow chisel mortiser which can be used in a regular




